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The Gloucester  IToman's Club is a well-preserved and well-maintained 
frame, one-and-a-half-story, three-bay co lon ia l  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  i n  a. 
conspicuous l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  community of Gloucester Court House. 
The bui ld ing  i s  placed aga ins t  the  s i d e  of a  small  h i l l  allorling th: 
basement f l o o r  t o  be a t  grade l e v e l  on the  west s i d e .  The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  
i s  l a i d  ou t  i n  a  s i n g l e - p i l e ,  s i d e - h a l l  plan wi th  a  b r i ck  e x t e r i o r  chimney 
a t  t he  south end. A nineteenth-century lean- to  conta in ing  a s t a i r  from t h e  
basement t o  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  west 
s ide .  The l ean- to  i s  connected t o  a  wooden g a l l e r y  s e t  on masonry p i e r s ,  
which extends around the  southwest corner .  Another lean- to  add i t ion ,  loca te i  
on t h e  south end, i s  connected t o  t h e  g a l l e r y ' s  e a s t  end. This  lean- to  
conta ins  a  modern pant ry  on t h e  basement l e v e l  and a d res s ing  room on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r .  A low modern a d d i t i o n  conta in ing  a k i t chen  is a t t ached  t o  t h e  
south l ean - to  a t  t h e  basement l e v e l .  

The gable  roof o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  and t h e  e a r l y  add i t ions  were 
o r i g i n a l l y  covered wi th  wood sh ing les ,  bu t  now a r e  c~ve_red-~~i,th.twenSieth- 
century s l a t e s .  .-. The simple gabled dormers appear e a x y  and may be p a r t  of 
the  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  The eaves on t h e  south  s i d e  f e a t u r e  a  s imple box 
co rn ice  of t y p i c a l  eighteenth-century design. The present  redwood s i d i n g  
i s  a  modern replacement.  Severa l  o r i g i n a l  sashes remain; those  on the  f i r s t  
f l o o r  of t h e  west s i d e  a r e  i n  the  b e s t  s t a t e  of p rese rva t ion  and have t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  wide muntins and small  panes of g l a s s .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  much s i g n i f i c a n t  o r i g i n a l  woodwork, 
a s  .well a s  trim da t ing  from t h e  mid-nineteenth century.  The most important 
s u r v i v a l  i s  t h e  handsome c losed- s t r ing  s t a i r  leading  from the  f i r s t  f l o o r  
t o  the  second. The s t a i r  i s  ornamented wi th  turned b a l u s t e r s  and molded 
handra i l .  Also i n  the  s t a i r h a l l  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  beaded chairboard and 
baseboard. Of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  two o r i g i n a l  b a t t e n  driri-cs, 
one i n  t h e  main ent rance  and one i n  t h e  basement. The basement door i s  i n  
two s e c t i o n s  and forms a chevron p a t t e r n  when c losed .  The basement room 

trim i s  Largely n ine teen th  century  and includes a paneled mantel and wain- 
scot ing .  Except f o r  t h e  s imple Greek Revival mantel ,  t h e  t r i m  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  roo% i s  o r i g i n a l  and f e a t u r e s  wide-board wainscoting,  a r c h i t r a v e  t r im,  
and s e c t i o n s  o f  a  heavy molded cornice .  The o r i g i n a l  roof framing i s  i n t a c t  
and c o n s i s t s  of t h e  s tandard  mort ised r a f t e r s  without r idgepole ,  and peg- 
jo in ted  c o l l a r  beams. 

The bu i ld ing  is s e t  i n  handsome landscaped grounds, f e a t u r i n g  
t r a d i t i o n a l  Vi rg in ia  p lan t ing .  The grounds con ta in  an e ighteenth-century  
s f y l e  garden l a i d  ou t  i n  1966 according t o  t h e  designs of t h e  l a t e  Alden 
Hopkins, landscape a r c h i t e c t  of Colonial  Williamsburg. 
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The headquarters  of the  Gloucester  oman an's Club, known today a s  
Long Bridge Ordinary, s t ands  as  a  f i n e  exanple of mid-eighteenth century  
Vi rg in ia  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  S i tua ted  a t  t h e  junct ion  o f  two e a r l y  
roads,  one leading t o  h i s t o r i c  Ware Neck and Mathews County, and t h e  o t h e r  
t o  Gloucester  Poin t ,  t h e  diminutive s t r u c t u r e  wi th  i t s  p ic turesque  o u t l i n e  
has long been a  f a m i l i a r  landmark t o  Tidewater t r a v e l e r s .  Important 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  bui ld ing  inc lude  an except ional  c losed-s t r in :  
s t a i r  wi th  molded h a n d r a i l  and turned b a l u s t e r s ,  e a r l y  b a t t e n  doors,  and 
some e s p e c i a l l y  well-preserved c o l o n i a l  window sashes.  

The d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Gloucester  County records  during t h e  War 
Between t h e  S t a t e s  has  made documentation of t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  
and ownership n e a r l y  impossible. However, a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ana lys i s  of t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  and d e t a i l s  confirms t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  of mid-eighteen! 
century  o r i g i n .  The b e l i e f  t h a t  it was cons t ruc ted  a s  a  publ ic  house know 
a s  Long Bridge Ordinary stems from a  twentieth-century i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a  
s i g n  found i n  t h e  Ris ing  Sun Tavern i n  Fredericksburg s t a t i n g :  "1775 Notic1 
w i l l  c a r r y  passengers t o  Eornet-Nest - I r o n  Bridge Glos ter  C. H. Cal l  a t  
t he  house," A r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  s i g n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  "Iron Bridge" 
(perhaps meaningt'Long Bridgev) and "Gloster C.H." a r e  two s e p a r a t e  p laces ,  
n o t  a  b u i l d i n g  loca ted  wi th in  t h e  se t t l emen t  of Gloucester  Court House. 

Even though it cannot be d e f i n i t e l y  establ i-shed t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  
;gas cons t ruc ted  a s  an ordinary ,  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e  plan suggests  t h a t  it rias 
designed f o r  commercial r a t h e r  than r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes. The l a r g e  sing18 
roorn found both i n  the  basement and on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  more comon t o  
x id-e ighteenth  century  c o r n e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  such a s  shops and o r d i n a r i e s  
than  t o  dwell ings.  Also, the  conspicuous l o c a t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  a t  t h e  
junct ion of two important e a r l y  roads i n d i c a t e s  a t r ade -o r i en ted  funct ion .  

According t o  the  h i s t o r i c a l  records  of t h e  Gloucester  Woman's Club 
the  bu i ld ing  a c t u a l l y  was being used as  a  s t o r e  i n  t h e  1830's by George B. 
T a l i a f e r r o .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  it was included i n  the  surrounding Edge H i l l  
Farm. An 1841 n o t i c e  i n  a  Richmond newspaper a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  auc t ion  of 
Edge H i l l  Farm s t a t e s  t h e  proper ty  is  ' I .  . . one o f  t h e  b e s t  l o c a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  lower county f o r  a physician,  and i s  a  very  good s t and  f o r  a  merchant 
o r  f o r  any person wishing t o  engage i n  t h e  manufacture of g i g s  and c a r r i a g  
The purchaser  a t  t h e  1841 s a l e  i s  no t  known. 

By. t h e  1870's a  blacksmith shop was i n  ope ra t ion  on t h e  proper ty ,  
and i n  t h e  1880's  a  Plrs. Clements was us ing  t h e  bu i ld ing  as  a  dressmaker's 
shop. The Gloucester  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Associa t ion ,  Inc. acqui red  t h e  bu i ld ing  
and f i f t y  ac res  of t h e  farm i n  1913 and he ld  county f a i r s  on t h e  proper ty  
f o r  t h e  nex t  s e v e r a l  yea r s .  It was dur ing  t h i s  period t h a t  t h e  basement - r ~ ~ l a n ' -  r i d  
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The c lub  purchased t h e  bu i ld ing  and n e a r l y  an ac re  of land from Fhe Associa t ion  
i n  1919, making i t  t h e  permanent headquarters  of  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  Since t h a t  
t i n e  t h e  bu i ld ing  has  been thoroughly renovated and t h e  grounds improved wi th  
handsome landscaping.  The saving  and use  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  by t h e  p u b l i c - s p i r i t e  
c lub  s e t  an important e a r l y  example i n  the  adapt ive  p rese rva t ion  of  an h i s t o r i c  1 landmark. 
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As the desisnated State Liaison Officer for the Na- I hereby cer t i fy  that this property is hcluded i n  the 
tionol His tor ic  Preservation Act of  1966 (Public Law 

National Register. 
39.665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
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